
Why Civilian Military Defense Attorneys Are 
Essential When Facing a Court-Martial 

The moment you become aware of a potential investigation or upcoming charge under the UCMJ, 

everything changes. Daily routines become clouded by fear. Every interaction feels different. Trust 

becomes difficult. Even those who once praised your dedication may suddenly distance themselves. 

Accusations in the military environment carry enormous pressure because they create doubt about 

your loyalty and your character. 

Court-martial charges should never be underestimated. These are federal criminal charges. The 

consequences follow you for life, stretching far beyond the end of your military career. The government 

begins building a case long before you know the full details. That is why the most important step you 

can take is securing experienced defense counsel as early as possible. 

The military will assign you a defense attorney. Many JAG officers work hard, yet they often face time 

constraints, command influence, and caseload burdens that limit their ability to give every client the 

full attention they need. The prosecution has resources and authority dedicated entirely to conviction. 

You must match that force with equal strength. 

Hiring a civilian military defense attorney gives you that support. These attorneys do not answer to the 

military chain of command. Their loyalty is to you alone. They can speak boldly and challenge 

aggressively without concerns about military politics or internal pressure. Civilian counsel can expand 

your defense team, bring in outside experts, and dedicate significant hours to analyzing every piece of 

evidence. 

Court-martial proceedings move quickly once they begin. There are three primary levels: 

General Court-Martial handles the most severe offenses. Penalties may include lengthy confinement, 

reduction in rank, forfeiture of benefits, and a dishonorable discharge. General Court-Martial 

convictions appear on federal criminal records. 

Special Court-Martial is often compared to a misdemeanor court. Yet consequences still include 

confinement for up to one year and a bad conduct discharge that follows service members into civilian 

life. 

Summary Court-Martial applies only to enlisted members and handles minor misconduct. 

Consequences remain serious enough that every accused service member should request counsel 

before consenting. 

The system may seem structured around punishment, yet you have powerful defense rights. These 

include the right to silence, the right to review evidence, the right to challenge the command’s 

involvement, and the right to choose your own attorney. 

Kral Military Defense understands the urgency of court-martial cases. They know how rapidly 

investigations evolve. Their attorneys step in early to ensure your rights are protected before the 

situation escalates. Stephanie Kral and Abbigayle Hunter have nearly 30 years of combined military 

justice experience. Their time in the JAG Corps taught them the tactics prosecutors use. That insight 

allows them to build defense strategies that anticipate government arguments and expose 

inconsistencies. 
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A successful defense is built on preparedness. Independent investigation often reveals overlooked 

evidence or flawed assumptions. Witness credibility must be examined closely. Searches and 

interrogations must be evaluated for legality. Every step the government takes deserves scrutiny. 

Military life demands discipline and sacrifice. Service members are held to a higher standard. That 

standard must be matched by fairness and due process. Allegations do not erase years of honorable 

service and deserve to be tested thoroughly. Kral Military Defense fights to ensure your voice is heard 

and your future remains intact. 

The most important message is simple. Do not wait. Do not attempt to resolve this alone. Do not 

believe that cooperation guarantees protection. The government’s interests and your interests are not 

the same. 

You have the right to fight. You have the right to preserve your reputation. You have the right to 

experienced civilian military defense counsel. Use that right today. 

For guidance and a confidential case assessment: https://kralmilitarydefense.com/services/court-

martial-lawyer/ 
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