
NURS FPX 8006 Assessment 1: 
Foundational Skills for Doctoral 
Nursing Success 
Embarking on a Doctor of Nursing Practice (DNP) journey is a remarkable step toward clinical leadership 
and scholarly excellence. At Capella University, the NURS FPX 8006 – Leading the Future of 
Nursing Education and Practice course sets the stage for this advanced academic pursuit. The first 
milestone in this course, NURS FPX 8006 Assessment 1, is designed to evaluate a learner’s 
foundational competencies in scholarly writing, professional communication, and critical analysis within 
the framework of doctoral-level nursing practice NURS FPX 8006 Assessment 1. 

This blog explores the key elements of NURS FPX 8006 Assessment 1, its purpose, structure, learning 
outcomes, and tips for successfully completing it. Whether you are new to the DNP program or preparing 
for your first assessment, this comprehensive guide will help you gain clarity and confidence. 

 

Understanding NURS FPX 8006: An 
Overview 

The NURS FPX 8006 course, titled “Leading the Future of Nursing Education and Practice”, is part of 
Capella University’s DNP program. It serves as an entry point into doctoral learning and helps students 
transition from master’s-level nursing practice to advanced doctoral-level scholarship. The course 
emphasizes leadership, evidence-based practice, healthcare innovation, and interprofessional 
collaboration. 

Students explore the essential role of nurse leaders in shaping healthcare systems, implementing quality 
improvement initiatives, and fostering professional growth. The assessments in NURS FPX 8006 
progressively build a learner’s scholarly identity and prepare them for the rigorous expectations of DNP-
level research and practice. 

 

Purpose of NURS FPX 8006 Assessment 1 

The first assessment in this course focuses on establishing academic and professional 
foundations. It is often titled “Applying the DNP Essentials” or “Exploring the Role of the Doctoral-
Prepared Nurse Leader”. The purpose is to assess your ability to: 

 Articulate your understanding of the AACN DNP Essentials. 

 Demonstrate scholarly writing and professional communication skills. 

 Identify your professional goals and align them with the DNP competencies. 

 Evaluate how your experience, values, and interests contribute to your doctoral journey. 

 Show initial readiness for evidence-based practice and leadership in healthcare improvement. 

Essentially, this assessment acts as both a self-assessment and a developmental roadmap for your 
DNP education. 

 

Structure and Components of Assessment 1 
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While the exact instructions may vary slightly depending on faculty or term, NURS FPX 8006 
Assessment 1 generally includes these key components: 

1. Introduction and Purpose 

Begin by introducing the purpose of the paper and the significance of doctoral education in 
nursing NURS FPX 8006 Assessment 2. Explain how the DNP degree advances clinical leadership and 
transforms healthcare outcomes. Provide a brief overview of what the paper will cover — typically your 
understanding of the DNP role, professional goals, and alignment with the DNP Essentials. 

2. The Role of the Doctoral-Prepared Nurse 

This section requires you to reflect on the leadership role of the DNP nurse. Discuss how doctoral-
prepared nurses contribute to evidence-based practice, healthcare policy, and systems improvement. 
Cite examples of how nurse leaders influence organizational culture, patient outcomes, and healthcare 
delivery innovations. 

You can include references from credible sources such as the American Association of Colleges of 
Nursing (AACN), the Institute of Medicine (IOM), or peer-reviewed journals to strengthen your 
discussion. 

3. The AACN DNP Essentials 

One of the most critical parts of NURS FPX 8006 Assessment 1 is understanding and applying the AACN 
DNP Essentials (2021 update). Each essential represents a core competency area for DNP students. 
The paper should highlight how these essentials align with your career goals and personal nursing 
philosophy. 

Briefly, the essentials include: 

1. Scientific Underpinnings for Practice 
2. Organizational and Systems Leadership for Quality Improvement 
3. Clinical Scholarship and Analytical Methods for Evidence-Based Practice 
4. Information Systems and Patient Care Technology 
5. Healthcare Policy for Advocacy in Health Care 
6. Interprofessional Collaboration for Improving Health Outcomes 
7. Clinical Prevention and Population Health 
8. Advanced Nursing Practice 

You don’t need to elaborate on all eight in depth; instead, focus on the ones most relevant to your 
career goals. 

4. Professional and Academic Goals 

Here, reflect on your long-term goals as a DNP-prepared nurse. This might include leading clinical 
teams, influencing policy, developing educational programs, or conducting applied research. Explain how 
your previous nursing experience and current academic endeavors support your doctoral aspirations. 

Discuss how you plan to integrate leadership, scholarship, and innovation into your professional 
practice. Mention specific goals like publishing scholarly work, improving patient safety, or contributing 
to healthcare equity. 

5. Scholarly Writing and Communication 

Since NURS FPX 8006 Assessment 1 emphasizes academic writing competency, you should 
demonstrate mastery of APA formatting, clear organization, and evidence-based reasoning. Discuss how 
scholarly writing supports effective leadership and dissemination of knowledge in nursing. 
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You can also mention your commitment to continuous improvement in writing, research, and 
communication as part of your professional development plan. 

6. Reflection and Conclusion 

Conclude with a reflection on what you have learned through the preparation of this assessment. 
Summarize your understanding of the DNP role, leadership competencies, and future aspirations. 
Reflective insights demonstrate self-awareness and a growth mindset—essential traits for doctoral-level 
nursing professionals. 

 

Key Learning Outcomes from Assessment 1 

Completing NURS FPX 8006 Assessment 1 helps students develop several essential competencies: 

 Critical Thinking and Analytical Skills: Ability to analyze healthcare leadership roles and 
align them with DNP Essentials. 

 Scholarly Communication: Proficiency in academic writing, APA style, and professional tone. 

 Self-Assessment and Reflection: Understanding personal strengths and areas for growth. 

 Leadership Identity Formation: Clarity about the role of the DNP-prepared nurse leader in 
practice and policy. 

 Strategic Goal Setting: Development of an actionable plan for academic and professional 
success. 

These outcomes serve as the foundation for future assessments, research projects, and the DNP 
Project, which culminates in your doctoral journey NURS FPX 8006 Assessment 3. 

 

Tips for Writing a Strong NURS FPX 8006 
Assessment 1 Paper 

1. Start with the DNP Essentials Framework 

Use the AACN DNP Essentials as your guide. Relate your professional experiences to these core 
competencies. This ensures your paper remains aligned with program expectations and demonstrates 
your understanding of advanced nursing practice. 

2. Maintain Academic Rigor 

Your writing should reflect scholarly precision. Support all claims with peer-reviewed evidence. Avoid 
personal opinions without empirical backing. Use databases like CINAHL, PubMed, and ProQuest for 
credible nursing literature. 

3. Follow APA Guidelines 

Capella University emphasizes strict adherence to APA 7th edition. Pay attention to citations, 
references, headings, and formatting. Review the Capella Writing Center resources to ensure accuracy. 

4. Be Reflective and Professional 
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While scholarly, the assessment encourages personal reflection. Balance academic rigor with thoughtful 
introspection about your goals, values, and leadership vision. 

5. Proofread Thoroughly 

Editing and proofreading are essential. Use tools like Grammarly or Capella’s Writing Feedback Tool to 
ensure clarity, grammar, and academic tone. 

6. Seek Feedback Early 

Engage with your course mentor or peers for early feedback. Collaborative learning and discussion 
enhance the quality and depth of your final paper. 

 

The Importance of NURS FPX 8006 
Assessment 1 in DNP Education 

This first assessment plays a pivotal role in setting the tone for the entire DNP program. It helps 
learners: 

 Transition from clinical expert to scholarly leader. 

 Identify the competencies required for success in evidence-based practice. 

 Establish a roadmap for achieving personal and professional excellence. 

 Build confidence in academic writing and doctoral-level discourse. 

By reflecting on your experiences and aligning them with the DNP Essentials, you create a foundation 
for leadership that extends beyond academia into real-world healthcare transformation. 

 

Common Mistakes to Avoid 

Students often face challenges in their first doctoral assessment. Here are a few pitfalls to avoid: 

1. Lack of Structure: A disorganized paper without clear headings can make your argument 
unclear. 

2. Insufficient Evidence: Avoid making broad statements without scholarly citations. 
3. Overly Personal Tone: Keep reflections professional and supported by theory or research. 
4. APA Errors: Small formatting issues can affect grades—double-check every citation. 
5. Ignoring the Rubric: Always align your content with the official Capella rubric to meet all 

performance criteria 

 


