
Boston Relocation & Moving Guide
Essential Checklists, Parking Permits, Neighborhood Logistics & Moving Inventory



Section 1: Pre-Move Timeline
A strategic week-by-week checklist designed to navigate Boston's unique municipal 

rules and moving hurdles.



8-6 Weeks
Inventory belongings, purge 

non-essentials, and request mover 

quotes.

4-2 Weeks
Apply for street parking permits 

and reserve building 

elevators/docks.

1 Week Ahead
Post temporary street parking signs 

24-48 hrs in advance.

Moving Day
Defrost fridge, keep essential box 

handy, and final walkthrough.

8-Week Relocation Roadmap



Secure Moving Quotes Early: Contact Boston local movers 6 to 8 weeks in advance to lock in rates and preferred moving dates.

Confirm Apartment Logistics: Coordinate freight elevator access and loading dock time slots with property management in 

brownstones or high-rises.

Address & Utility Changes: File USPS change-of-address and schedule electric, gas, water, and internet reconnections.

Essential First-Day Box: Pack toiletries, paper towels, phone chargers, tools, medications, and vital papers to travel directly with 

you.

Key Pre-Move Logistics



Section 2: Neighborhood Logistics
Navigating Boston's narrow historic streets, parking permits, and peak rental cycles.



Historic & Narrow Streets

Beacon Hill & Back Bay

Historic brick sidewalks and narrow alleys (e.g., Acorn St) require small shuttle 

vans and strict street occupancy permits.

South End & North End

Tight double-parking and active outdoor dining zones necessitate posting 

parking prohibition signs strictly 48 hours prior.



63%
Leases Renew Sept 1st

"Allston Christmas" Gridlock

Over 63% of Boston lease renewals land on September 1st, leading to 

extreme traffic and mover shortages.

Storrow Drive Alert: Moving trucks are strictly prohibited on Storrow 

Drive due to low overpasses (10'0" height clearance limit).

The Sept 1st Rental Crunch



City / Area Permit Portal / Dept Advance Notice Sign Posting Requirement

City of Boston Boston Transportation Dept (BTD) 2-3 Weeks Ahead Post signs 24 hrs prior (48 hrs in meter zones)

City of Cambridge Cambridge Traffic & Parking Dept 10 Business Days Post signs 48 hrs prior to move date

Brookline Brookline Police / Traffic Dept 1 Week Ahead No overnight street parking without approval

Somerville Somerville Traffic & Parking 7-10 Days Ahead Post temporary no parking signs 48 hrs prior

Municipal Parking Permits



Section 3: Packing & Inventory
A systematic room-by-room box ledger to prevent loss and keep moving day 

organized.



Box Numbering

Assign sequential numbers and 

destination room names to each box to 

ensure nothing is misplaced in transit.

Fragile Items

Explicitly label glassware, kitchenware, 

and monitors with high-visibility 

FRAGILE markers on multiple sides.

Master Ledger

Maintain a synchronized inventory sheet 

to cross-check boxes off as they are 

unloaded into your new home.

Inventory & Box Tracking



Box # Destination Room Contents & Description Fragile?

01 Kitchen Dishes, glassware, bowls (Bubble wrapped) YES

02 Living Room Books, board games, throw blankets NO

03 Master Bedroom Winter clothing, extra bedding NO

04 Bathroom Towels, toiletries, hairdryer NO

05 Office / Electronics Monitors, cables, desktop accessories YES

Sample Packing Ledger



Plan Your Boston Move Today
Let experienced local professionals handle heavy lifting, city permits, and narrow streets.

Visit: eastcoastbostonmovers.com

Call Us: (617) 716-6501


